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GREETINGS FROM 
THE BOARD 
PRESIDENT 

While our 30th 
anniversary gives 
us opportunity to 
celebrate, it also 
provides pause to 
reflect on how blessed 

we are at Rockford MELD. From the dedicated 
administrators and staff to the committed 
members of the board, our agency’s mission 
of building strong families has remained 
focused and determined for three decades. 

Much of the credit must be given to our 
community. The donors and volunteers who 
believe in the work we do and its benefit to 
our young parents and Rockford. We count 
many friends among our family and continue 
to make many more as we commit ourselves 
to improving lives. For your support we 
sincerely thank you.

That spirit gives Rockford MELD the energy 
to move our mission forward during what 
has been very challenging times. Despite 

consistent questions and doubts over funding 
and grants, the board and administration 
have made tremendous strides keeping our 
budget balanced and healthy to have the 
resources necessary to maintain our important 
programs.

A recently developed strategic plan has 
identified new opportunities aimed at agency 
efficiency. We’ve enhanced our social media 
capabilities to introduce Rockford MELD to 
new audiences, and we began the new year 
with a new web site. I invite you to visit  
www.rockfordmeld.org to learn more about 
our mission and programs. While there you 
can also sign up for upcoming MELD events 
and become a volunteer. 

Sure we have many friends, but will always 
have room for one more.

Mike Robinson, MELD Board President

A MESSAGE FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

FY11 has proved to be another year full of 
accomplishments at MELD.

We have continued to work on our “shelter 
makeover” with new paint, carpeting and 
décor. The improvements have helped to 
create an environment that is soothing and 
inviting for our young mothers and children 
who are experiencing a homeless crisis. This 
spring we will be hosting an open house for 
our friends of MELD to see the “new look” at 
our shelter.

Our Homeless and Transitional Living 
programs were filled to capacity as we 
continued to carry out our mission of 
“guiding young parents to build a strong 
family and lead a responsible life”. Through 
these programs, 48 young families secured 
permanent housing. In addition, 115 young 
mothers enrolled in educational programming 
and/or became employed. 

This year, MELD focused on strengthening 
the services we provide to the young fathers 
in the Rockford community. Our Young Dads 
Parenting Groups served a record number of 
38 young fathers who understand the critical 
role they play in the lives of their children. To 
highlight the successes and accomplishments 

of our clients, our new 
website will feature a 
“Parent of the Month” 
section where you 
can meet some of the 
young men and women 
who explain how MELD 
helped them to become 
better parents and 
stronger community 
members. We invite you to visit our website 
to view their stories, learn more about MELD, 
our upcoming events and how you can help.

While we have celebrated many 
accomplishments over the last year, sadly we 
had to turn away numerous young parents 
and their children due to a lack of space and 
funding resources. Our donors have continued 
to help fill the financial gaps left by shrinking 
grant funds and severe payment delays. Your 
generosity has enabled Rockford MELD to 
continue providing services to some of the 
most vulnerable members our community. 
Thank you for your support to MELD.

Vikki Noe-Eltvedt, MELD Executive Director
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    Businesses
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Pam Nguyen
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O
Octopus Car Wash
Gerald & Diana Ogren
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Olive Garden
Debra Olson
Orthopedic Rehab 
    Specialists
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OSF St Anthony Medical 
    Center
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Rita Ottenberg

Our Savior’s Lutheran 
    Church

P
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Alice Pampe
Pampered Chef
Panera Bread
Park Lanes
Brian Pauley
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Peak Sports Club
Judy & Dave Pearson
Pecatonica United 
    Methodist Church
Pepper Creek Flowers
Pepsi
Beverly J Peters
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Pierce Box & Package
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Rags Studio
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Redeemer Lutheran 
    Church
Kim Reed
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Rockford Bank & Trust
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    Company
Rockford First

Rockford Health System
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Rockford Pro-Am
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Tom & Denise Root
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Nancy Ryan, Mary Kay 
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Sam’s Club
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Thomas & Karen Schiller
Nikki Schiro
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Jerrianne Schneider
Schnuck’s
Gale & Roxanne 
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School Sisters of St Francis
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Emma Scott
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    Church
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Sikich, LLP
Mary Simons
Mr & Mrs Steve Sinkiawic
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    Skerkoske
Susan Slocum
Diane Solon
John & Gwen Sommerfield
Specialty Screw 
    Corporation
Spectrum Insurance 
    Agency, Inc
Spring Creek United 
    Church of Christ
St Bridget
St Mark Lutheran Church
St Rita Church
St Anskar’s Church
St Paul’s Episcopal Church
St Peter’s Catherdral
Stanley Home Products/
    Fuller Brush
Stanley Steemer
Step into Wellness
Greg Stevens

Lisa Stevens
Stillman Bank
Elaine Stock
Stockholm Inn
George & Dorothy 
    Strombeck
Sue Michaelsen Therapy
Suzanne Sullivan
Patrick & Avon Sulser
Super Suds
Supply Core
John H Swanson-Branch 
    No. 245 NALC
Rusti Swanson
Sweden House
SwedishAmerican Health 
    System

T
Table 30/Heartland Church
Target
Taus, Inc.
Temple Beth El
Teri Blossom
Louis Terranova
Steve & Marcia Terrill
Texas RoadHouse
Thayer Lighting
The Bagel Place
The Cherry Bowl Inc
The MILL Foundation
Thermo Fisher Scientific
William & Catherine 
    Thiede
Craig & Dawn Thomas
Jean Thompson
Dawn Thorne
Thrivent North-
    Winnebago Chapter 
Thrivent South-
    Winnebago Chapter
Mark & Carla Ticknor
Karen Tilly
Tinker Swiss Cottage 
    Museum
Title Underwriters Agency
TLC Car Wash
Toadily Handmade
Bernard Tonquest
Total Energy Concepts, Inc
Total Faith Community 
    Church
Scott & Therese Trenhaile
Trinity Lutheran Church
Suzanne Truessel
Try Beta Foundation

U
UIC Women & Children’s 
    Health Center
United Technologies
UPS
Susan Urso
Usborne Books

V
Frank Valentine
Blanca E Vallejo
Valley Expo Displays
Faith Vargason
Kimberly Vayr
Victoria’s Salon
Barbara Viederis

Viking Chemical Co
Vision Mortgage Group
Bruce Vorel

W
Theresa Wagaman
Walgreens
Walmart
Tom & Karen Walsh
Pam Ward
Matt Warneke
Washington Academy
Lori & Joseph Wazny
Dan & Carol Ann Webber
Ron & Lisa Weckerly
Tom & Jill Weingartner
WELCA Capron
    Lutheran Church
Todd & Donna Wellens
Maurice & Sharon West
Mary Beth Westin
Westminster Presbyterian 
    Church
Westminster Church
    Women’s Assoc
Wet Will-E Water Balloons, 
    Inc
Whitehead Realtors
Martha Whitman
WIFR 23
Wild Tree
Judith Williams
Rhashonda Williams
Lynn Wilmer
James & Kathleen Wilson
Henry N Wilson
Robert & Sheila Wilt
Wines for Humanity
Karl F Winkler
Winnebago County Forest 
    Preserve District
Winnebago County 
    Schools C.U.
Winnebago Education 
    Assoc.
John & Candy Wolf
Wolf Hollow
Wonderland Books & Toys
Woodman’s Food Market
Woodward Governor 
Rhee Ellen Wright
Brian Wygant

Y
Tom & Gail Yanik
Michelle Yates
YMCA
Lynn Yontz
Rev. Paul & Nancy
    Youngdahl
Zion Lutheran Church - 
    Belvidere

Z
Zonta
Diane Zwirblis
3L Communications
640 Meats

We Strive for accuracy. 
If your name is not 

included or is misspelled, 
please contact MELD @ 

815.633.6353.
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS
July 2010 - June 2011

July 2010

We got a ‘running start’ to the New 
Year with our annual July 4th Classic 
Run and Walk. It was a record year 
for the MELD Run with over 600 
registered for the 8K Run, the 2 
Mile Run and the Fun Walk. The 
8K is a flat course and one of the 
fastest 8K Runs in the Northern 
Illinois area. And we started off July 
4th with a “bang” with the help of 
Mayor Morrissey to begin the 8K 
and none other than Mr. July 4th, 
Joe Marino to lead the 2 Mile Run. 
It ended with lots of food, water, 
prizes, medals, and prize money 
AND a great event to start July 4th 
fun and the beginning of our Fiscal 
year.

August 2010

What a surprise at our past 
Sports Celebrity event, when Dan 
Hampton, our guest speaker, said 
he would like to join us at our Golf 
Play Day. It was a great privilege 
to have Dan and his son play in 
our “Green and Bear It” Golf Play 
Day at Prairie View Golf Club 
in Byron. 114 golfers filled the 
course on a beautiful and moist 
afternoon for our 18 Hole Golf Play 
Day Scramble. Great prizes, silent 
and live auction, a 50/50 raffle 
and Sports Celebrity guest Dan 
Hampton all helped to make our 
Golf Play Day a huge success.

October 2010

MELD hosted our first annual 
“Growing Stronger Families” 
Breakfast in October at Giovanni’s. 
Our guests enjoyed a McMELD 
breakfast and heard from past 
MELD families how MELD was 
there when they needed the 
support as young parents. To hear 
the successes with many thanking 
MELD for the guidance and  
support they received, was truly 
a testimony to the work we do in 
assisting many young families to 
succeed. Thanks goes to our  
guests that offered their generous 
support to MELD in our efforts to 
continue to grow stronger families 
for our community.

December 2010
Gift Wrapping at CherryVale 
Mall has become another annual 
tradition for MELD. It brings 
together many volunteers that 
support MELD. Starting in 
November, every Wednesday, 
MELD volunteers manned the gift 
wrapping station at CherryVale 
Mall. 120 volunteers wrapped over 
1300 packages for holiday shoppers 
that gave a donation to MELD.

April 2011

Our biggest event of the year was 
our Annual Sports Celebrity Event. 
This past year we were honored to 
have recent 2011 Hall of Famer and 
past Cubs player, Andre Dawson 
as our guest and speaker. The 
highlight of the night was when 
Andre told his “baseball stories” 
and shared his youth and boyhood 
days with us. After listeining to 
one of our past MELD moms speak 
of her experience and support 
MELD gave her as a teen parent, 
Andre shared that he could relate 
to the situation as his mother was 
a single teen parent, and that he 
was raised by both his mother and 
grandmother. He said he rarely 
tells his childhood story, but found 
it very fitting that evening at our 
event.
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A
A-1 Fire Extinguishers
ABC Catering
Act 2 Strategists
Adrienne Hare Creations
Advanced Machine & 
    Engineering
Agile Tradeshow 
    Furnishings
Al Grace Appliance
Todd Alcock
Dick & Shelia Alcock
Aldeen Golf Club
Aldersgate United 
    Methodist
Allegiant Travel Company
Bridget Allen-Laehn
Alpine Bank
Alpine Kiwanis Charities
Alpine Kiwanis Club
Al’s Carpet
American Legion Post 
    #1207
Robb & Susan Anderson
Julie Anderson
Barton Anderson
Mary Anderson
Reta Anderson
David J. Anderson 
    Charitable Foundation
Jeffrey R. Anderson 
    Charitable Foundation
Kristin L. Anderson 
    Charitable Foundation
Linda & John Anderson 
    Charitable Foundation
Tracy E. Anderson 
    Charitable Foundation
Anderson Packaging Co
Angelo’s Restaurant
Anytime Fitness
Glenda Apple
Richard Apple
Heather Applegate
Aqua-Aerobic Systems
Argyle Marketing
Artale Wine Company
Shawn Artlip
ASA, Rockford Chapter
ASC
ASHA SalonSpa
Associated Bank
Ann Auker

B
Kathleen Bachman
Backyard Grill and Bar
Philip & Ginger Baerewald
Jay Anne Baker
Cathy Balsam
Barbara Mink Trust
Harlan Barkley
Ralph J Baudhuin 
    Foundation
Kris & Sheila Bearman
Beef-A-Roo
Michael Belinson
Peter Bell
Judy Benham
Bob & Sharon Benka
Deanna Berg

Bergstrom Charitable 
    Foundation
Anne & Barney Bernsten
Patti Bigger
Kimberly Bittner
Brett Bjork
David Black
Dick Blackburn
Blackhawk Bank
Robert Bleitz
Blitz Fitness
Gerald Bloom
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
    Illinois
Blue Sky Insurance Group
Ann Blumenthal
Jason Boggus
John & Sandy Bollweg
Marian Bonavia
Karen Bonnell
Boves’ Auto
Christine Bowen
Kim Bowker
Mary Ann Braden
Janet Bradley
Carry & Scott Britnell
Broadway Florist
Ramona & Jeff Bronson
Brooke Rd United 
    Methodist Church
Karen Brown
Mr & Mrs Thomas E Brown
Harriet Brown
Joseph Bruscato
Kimberly Buchanan
Ronald & Shirley Bush
Byron Bank

C
Canterbury Tours
Donna Cardwell
Patricia Carey
Sue & Chuck Carlson
Margaret Carlson
Terrie Cassidy
Samuel J. Castree Jr.
Joe & Sue Castrogiovanni
Cellusuede Products, Inc
Cevene Care Clinic
JP Morgan Chase 
Christ United Methodist 
    Church
Christ United Methodist 
    Women
Christiansen for Chairman
Christina Candles & Suds
Thomas Chuchna
Church of the Holy Spirit
Church Women/United 
    Greater Rockford
Ciao Bella
Jeanne Claeys
Clark, Justen, Zucchi, & 
    Frost Law Firm
Clearly Yours
Clinkenbeard and 
    Associates
Clodius & Co
Kimberly Clothier
Coco Keys Water Resort
James & Connie Coffey

Comcast
LeRoy & Susan Comins
Communications 
    Connection Inc
Community Foundation of 
    No. Illinois
Bill & Nancy Coole
Coronado Theatre
Shelley Cotosman
Helen & Wendell Court
Courtyard by Marriott
Jennifer Cox Baker
Cream City Stateline 
    Scale Co
Creative Creations by 
    Erika
Crimson Valley Nursery & 
    Landscaping
Crusaders Central Clinic
Culver’s
Tom Currier
Curves for Women
Cyrs Wealth Advisors

D
Carolyn Dalen
Peter Damby
Dasco Pro
Jacqueline Davis
Martha Dawson
Mike & Sharon DeDoncker
Jerome Deitering
Dolores Deitrick
Debra Delia
Dental Dimensions
Stephanie DiBenedetto
Robert F Drake
Harriett Dudley
Tami Dziedzic-Kucia

E
Gordon Eggers, Jr
Kurt & Vikki Eltvedt
Emerald Carpets
Entre Computers

F
Fairfield Inn
Famous Dave’s
Ron & Laura Fiet
Fifth Alarm Bar Grill
Antonia Finocchio
First Presbyterian Church 
    of Winnebago
Fitzgerald Funeral Home
Five Forks Market
John Fleming
Flinn Middle School 
Interact Group
FMA Communications, Inc
Focus Financial Advisors
Lakisha Foots
Franchesco’s
Gregg & Laurel Franchini
Roseann Francis
Steve & Janine Franck
Ed & Jean Fujimoto
Furst Staffing Services

G
Galapagos Charter School
Jane Garison
Kenneth Garner
Lori Garnhart

Gatorade
Stephen & Jean Geller
General Mills Foundation
Genesis/Heartland 
    Community Church
Colleen Gifford
John & Irene Gile
Sandra Gilmore
Giovanni’s Restaurant 
Dr And Mrs Michael 
    Glasser
Gloria Dei Lutheran 
    Church
Gold Canyon Candles
Golf Shack
Merle Good
William & Susan Gorski
GPS Faith Community 
    Church
GQ Sports
Jennifer Grant-Henderson
Great Harvest Bread
Greater Rockford Temple 
    Youth Group
Greenlee
Lois Griparis
Dr Kenneth & Carole 
    Griswold
John Guagliardo
Beverly Guidry
Guyer and Enichen

H
Hales Equipment
Jennifer Hallstein
Joseph Hamblock
Hamco
Douglas & Diana Hamilton
Hamilton Sundstrand
Hamilton Sundstrand 
    African American Forum
Ben Harding Family 
    Foundation
Harlem High School 9th 
    Grade Campus
Harlem High School 
    Key Club
Phil Harris
Haymarket Pub
Heartland Community 
    Church
Helping Kids & Families 
    Fund
Joel Radakovitz & Annette 
    Henn
Kenneth & Janice Hense
Heritage Credit Union
High Maintenance
Rose Mary Highland
Hilander
Hinkley Springs
Pam Hoffstrom
Cheryll Hogan
Michael Holmes
Holy Family Catholic 
    Church
Hononegah High School 
    RUDE
Hope Evangelical Free 
    Church
Jonathan Hopman

Horizons Unlimited 
    Foundation
Brent Horsley
Lugina Horton
Marshelle House
Gary Houy
Evelyn Hulstedt
Hunger Connection
Sheryl Hutchinson

I
Ice Hogs
Ideal Safety Sales
Ignition Studio
Imagine Promotions

J
Raymond James & Assoc.
Ralf & Ruth Jansson
Bruce & Karen Jasper
Boni Jansen
April Jeras
Lori Johnson
Lee Johnson
D.P. Johnson
Dave Johnson
Nilda Johnson
Lois Johnson
Shannon Jones

K
Jason Kadar
Dr Mark & Nancy 
    Katchbrenner
Rick & Sheila Karlberg
Lee & Jane Karlbery
Kegel Motorcycle Co
Kegel’s Bicycle Store
Kelley Williamson-Mobil
Mark Kendall
Daniel & Linda Kennedy
Michael Kiltz
Klehm Arboretum
Gwen Kletzien
Knit Knacks
Joni Kobischka
Brad & Sue Koch
Kathy & Chris Korab
Kraft Foods

L
La Monica Beverages, Inc.
Lady Wellness
Kyle & Karla Lahre
Pat Lamb
Bruce & Trudy Lantow
Angela Larson
Jeff & Anita Layng
Larry Lazzerine
Jill Lee
John & Martha Leonard
Margo Licari
Liebovich Bros. Inc.
John & Janis Liermann
Lifeline Ambulance Service
Janice & David Lindfors
Rod & Anne Link 
    Charitable Fund
Lino’s
Jessica Loulf
Robert & Joan Lund
L. A. Lund
Lenore Dorothea Lund
Vickie Lund
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May 2011

Each year as we plan our Mothers 
Day Card and Note Card theme, 
we say, ”what can we do different 
and unique from each of the 
past years of MELD cards?” Well, 
again this year we did it!! Thanks 
to Jeff Anderson and Anderson 
Japanese Gardens. Jeff’s beautiful 
photography of Anderson Japanese 
Gardens was the feature for the 
card and note cards and a huge 
success.

We could not do this massive 
project without the support of 
the businesses, places of worship 
and groups that assist by selling 
the cards and note cards. And 
for the support of Thrivent North 
and South Branches that provided 
supplemental funds for card sales 
at local participating Lutheran 
churches. This year was 22 years 
of another beautiful card and note 
card set. It continues to be a great 
fundraiser and tradition for MELD.

May 2011

In May we held our annual Wine 
Tasting at Artale’s Wine Company. 
We packed the place, enjoyed 
great wines, delicious appetizers by 
Josef’s and supported MELD at the 
same time.

June 2011
We ended our Fiscal Year with the 
generosity of the Helping Kids and 
Family Foundation started by John 
Terranova and his family. This year 
was the 7th year for the Bocce 
Ball Tournament at St. Ambrogio. 
Proceeds from the tournament, 
pasta dinner, auction and raffle, 
benefitted MELD programs.

 MELD PROGRAMS AND 
SERVICES IN FISCAL YEAR 2011

MELD YOUNG MOMS and DADS 
PARENTING SUPPORT GROUPS

MELD provides programs for young 
mothers, young fathers and their 
children through our MELD Moms 
and Dads parenting and support 
groups. Families come together 
to discuss parenting issues and 
to share ideas with each other. 
The groups meet weekly at local 
churches and in local high schools. 
Volunteers provide childcare and 
healthy snacks to ensure that these 
families are able to take advantage 
of our services.

MELD AT TRINITY HOUSE  
HOMELESS SHELTER

Our shelter, MELD at Trinity House, 
located at 620 Kishwaukee St., 
is licensed by the Department of 
Children and Family Services and 
provides shelter, food, clothing, 

resources and support for 8 
homeless young mothers and their 
infants and toddlers*. The shelter 
is staffed twenty-four hours a day. 
By licensure, residents must be at 
least 17 ½ or under 21 years of 
age. While at the shelter the needs 
of each young family are assessed 
and appropriate linkages to other 
community agencies, schools, etc. 
are made. Community staffings 
are held with all agencies involved 
with the family and a service plan 
for the family is agreed upon and 
implemented.

*The shelter is licensed for 16 
young moms and children. 
However, as of July 2009, due to 
funding cuts, we can ONLY house 8 
homeless young mothers and their 
children at our homeless shelter.

MELD Trinity House  
Homeless Shelter

MELD TRANSITIONAL LIVING 
PROGRAM

Young families interested in living 
in the MELD Transitional Living 
Program must make application 
to the program and are accepted 
only upon agreement to develop 
their goal plan and abide by the 
rules of the program. Parents live 
with their children in apartments, 
and are responsible for paying 
their own rent, based on their 
income and maintaining their living 
residence. Families with no previous 
experience at living on their own 
reside in the Phase II level, located 
on the third floor of our shelter. 
Those with some independent living 
experience, enter the program at 
the Phase III level, living in MELD 
apartments located throughout 
the community. The Transitional 



Living Program has a total of 22 
apartments for young families 
between the ages 17-21. 

The MELD Transitional Living case 
coordinators assist the young 
parents in assessing their needs 
and in developing their goals; 
specifically in the areas of parenting, 
money management and education/
vocational pursuits. Once goals are 
set, staffings with all appropriate 
community agencies are held where 
the role and responsibility of each 
individual and agency is agreed 
upon. As these young families strive 
to be independent they are also 
given the support they need as they 
deal with the tribulations of the real 
world and the barriers that they 
encounter.

Transitional Living Apartments

EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Through the Education and 
Employment Assistance Program, 
MELD partners with local employers 
by providing job opportunities 
for young parents. This program 
gives young parents the chance 
to develop good work ethics, job 
dependability and job training. 
Local businesses, corporations 
and agencies can benefit from 

these MELD programs by having a 
MELD parent work and/or receive 
training at their company. The 
programs provide job training and 
work experience opportunities for 
young parents and exposes them 
to a positive work environment 
while offering them a variety of job 
experiences. The program provides 
GED tutoring and assistance in 
completing their education while 
securing employment. MELD 
staff provides case management, 
guidance and counseling as well as 
career planning.

MELD HOMELESS PREVENTION  
AND RAPID RE-HOUSING 

PROGRAM
MELD provides housing assistance 
for young families between 18-23 
who are at risk of homelessness or 
have recently become homeless. 
Families can receive short term 
rent subsidy, assessment and case 
management and are referred 
to other community agencies as 
needed. The primary focus of this 
program is housing stabilization.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Partnerships with community 
individuals, businesses, 
corporations, churches and 
social service agencies are 
fundamental to the success of 
MELD programs and services. 
Collaborative programming and 
working relationships with many 
local agencies ensures that MELD 
families receive comprehensive 
and coordinated services. Local 
housing developers coordinate 
with MELD to provide affordable 
and safe homes for MELD families. 

Area churches assist MELD by 
hosting the moms and dads support 
groups and a number of churches, 
businesses and civic groups and 
individuals choose MELD as the 
recipient of their annual giving and 
in-kind donations. And, of course 
volunteers assist in our programs 
and with our events.

MELD does not ask for any “fees 
for services” or payments from 
our participants. ALL MELD 
programs and services are FREE. 
With grant funding decreasing, 
it is our fundraising events and 
contributions that are vital for the 
continuation of programs at MELD 
for young moms, dads and their 
children. 

THANK YOU FROM  
ROCKFORD MELD!

It is with the continued support of 
the community that enables MELD 
in providing vital programs and 
services to many young families and 
their children in the area.

For more information about MELD 
programs and services and our 
upcoming fundraising events, visit 
our newly redesigned web site 
www.rockfordmeld.org or  
call 815-633-6353 x10.
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3703 N. Main St.
Rockford, IL 61103

815-633-6353
Fax: 815-633-8709
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Our Mission…“guiding young parents to build 
a strong family and lead a responsible life by 
providing shelter, education and life skills training”. 
 
MELD is a non-profit social service agency. The 
agency was started in 1981 and was incorporated 
in 1985. In 2003 MELD won the Excelsior Award, 
the most prestigious award given to an agency for 
their outstanding performance and service to the 
community. 

Through our programs and services MELD offers 
emergency shelter and housing for homeless young 
moms and their children, parenting information, life 
and job skills training, resources and support and 
prevention education to young families.

MELD FUNDING SOURCES 
 •  Youth Services Network
 •  United Way
 •  Contributions and Fundraising Events
 •  �Department of Housing and Urban Development
 •  Department of Human Services
 •  Illinois School Board of Education 
 •  City of Rockford
 •  �Federal Emergency Management Agency
 • � �Department of Commerce and Economic  

    Opportunity

FISCAL YEAR 2011 - July 2010 - June 2011
STATS AND FACTS

•    �MELD at Trinity House Homeless Shelter 
housed, fed and clothed 85 mothers and 
children for a total of 2,382 bed nights.

•    �490 requests were made to MELD for shelter 
or housing of which 213 mothers and children 
were turned away due to lack of space. 

•    �182 mothers and fathers received parenting 
education, information and support in the 
MELD Moms and Dads Groups. 

•    �The MELD Transitional Living Program provided 
housing for 84 mothers and children for a total 
of 3,264 bed nights. 

•    �72 young women while residing in our 
Homeless Shelter or our Transitional Living 
Programs, received or completed tutoring, 
educational assistance, vocational training, their 
GED or High School Diploma and/or attended 
local colleges. 

•    �43 shelter and transitional living program 
participants were employed at agencies, 
companies or businesses in our community. 

•    �80 moms, dads and their children, who were 
homeless or at risk of being homeless, were 
provided case management and/or housing 
assistance, through the Homeless Prevention/
Rapid Re-Housing Program 

•    �Over 650 individuals volunteered with programs 
and events for MELD 

FY 2011 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The above financial information was provided by 
Elliot & Co.



Living Program has a total of 22 
apartments for young families 
between the ages 17-21. 

The MELD Transitional Living case 
coordinators assist the young 
parents in assessing their needs 
and in developing their goals; 
specifically in the areas of parenting, 
money management and education/
vocational pursuits. Once goals are 
set, staffings with all appropriate 
community agencies are held where 
the role and responsibility of each 
individual and agency is agreed 
upon. As these young families strive 
to be independent they are also 
given the support they need as they 
deal with the tribulations of the real 
world and the barriers that they 
encounter.

Transitional Living Apartments

EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Through the Education and 
Employment Assistance Program, 
MELD partners with local employers 
by providing job opportunities 
for young parents. This program 
gives young parents the chance 
to develop good work ethics, job 
dependability and job training. 
Local businesses, corporations 
and agencies can benefit from 

these MELD programs by having a 
MELD parent work and/or receive 
training at their company. The 
programs provide job training and 
work experience opportunities for 
young parents and exposes them 
to a positive work environment 
while offering them a variety of job 
experiences. The program provides 
GED tutoring and assistance in 
completing their education while 
securing employment. MELD 
staff provides case management, 
guidance and counseling as well as 
career planning.

MELD HOMELESS PREVENTION  
AND RAPID RE-HOUSING 

PROGRAM
MELD provides housing assistance 
for young families between 18-23 
who are at risk of homelessness or 
have recently become homeless. 
Families can receive short term 
rent subsidy, assessment and case 
management and are referred 
to other community agencies as 
needed. The primary focus of this 
program is housing stabilization.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Partnerships with community 
individuals, businesses, 
corporations, churches and 
social service agencies are 
fundamental to the success of 
MELD programs and services. 
Collaborative programming and 
working relationships with many 
local agencies ensures that MELD 
families receive comprehensive 
and coordinated services. Local 
housing developers coordinate 
with MELD to provide affordable 
and safe homes for MELD families. 

Area churches assist MELD by 
hosting the moms and dads support 
groups and a number of churches, 
businesses and civic groups and 
individuals choose MELD as the 
recipient of their annual giving and 
in-kind donations. And, of course 
volunteers assist in our programs 
and with our events.

MELD does not ask for any “fees 
for services” or payments from 
our participants. ALL MELD 
programs and services are FREE. 
With grant funding decreasing, 
it is our fundraising events and 
contributions that are vital for the 
continuation of programs at MELD 
for young moms, dads and their 
children. 

THANK YOU FROM  
ROCKFORD MELD!

It is with the continued support of 
the community that enables MELD 
in providing vital programs and 
services to many young families and 
their children in the area.

For more information about MELD 
programs and services and our 
upcoming fundraising events, visit 
our newly redesigned web site 
www.rockfordmeld.org or  
call 815-633-6353 x10.
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LOOKING BACK AT 2011

ROCKFORD MELD
30 YEARS OF GROWING
STRONGER FAMILIES!

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2012
• Coming Soon!!

MELD Card and Note Cards
To be available in April

• MELD Sports Celebrity Event on
Thursday, May 10, 2012 at Giovanni’s

www.rockfordmeld.org

GREETINGS FROM 
THE BOARD 
PRESIDENT 

While our 30th 
anniversary gives 
us opportunity to 
celebrate, it also 
provides pause to 
reflect on how blessed 

we are at Rockford MELD. From the dedicated 
administrators and staff to the committed 
members of the board, our agency’s mission 
of building strong families has remained 
focused and determined for three decades. 

Much of the credit must be given to our 
community. The donors and volunteers who 
believe in the work we do and its benefit to 
our young parents and Rockford. We count 
many friends among our family and continue 
to make many more as we commit ourselves 
to improving lives. For your support we 
sincerely thank you.

That spirit gives Rockford MELD the energy 
to move our mission forward during what 
has been very challenging times. Despite 

consistent questions and doubts over funding 
and grants, the board and administration 
have made tremendous strides keeping our 
budget balanced and healthy to have the 
resources necessary to maintain our important 
programs.

A recently developed strategic plan has 
identified new opportunities aimed at agency 
efficiency. We’ve enhanced our social media 
capabilities to introduce Rockford MELD to 
new audiences, and we began the new year 
with a new web site. I invite you to visit  
www.rockfordmeld.org to learn more about 
our mission and programs. While there you 
can also sign up for upcoming MELD events 
and become a volunteer. 

Sure we have many friends, but will always 
have room for one more.

Mike Robinson, MELD Board President

A MESSAGE FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

FY11 has proved to be another year full of 
accomplishments at MELD.

We have continued to work on our “shelter 
makeover” with new paint, carpeting and 
décor. The improvements have helped to 
create an environment that is soothing and 
inviting for our young mothers and children 
who are experiencing a homeless crisis. This 
spring we will be hosting an open house for 
our friends of MELD to see the “new look” at 
our shelter.

Our Homeless and Transitional Living 
programs were filled to capacity as we 
continued to carry out our mission of 
“guiding young parents to build a strong 
family and lead a responsible life”. Through 
these programs, 48 young families secured 
permanent housing. In addition, 115 young 
mothers enrolled in educational programming 
and/or became employed. 

This year, MELD focused on strengthening 
the services we provide to the young fathers 
in the Rockford community. Our Young Dads 
Parenting Groups served a record number of 
38 young fathers who understand the critical 
role they play in the lives of their children. To 
highlight the successes and accomplishments 

of our clients, our new 
website will feature a 
“Parent of the Month” 
section where you 
can meet some of the 
young men and women 
who explain how MELD 
helped them to become 
better parents and 
stronger community 
members. We invite you to visit our website 
to view their stories, learn more about MELD, 
our upcoming events and how you can help.

While we have celebrated many 
accomplishments over the last year, sadly we 
had to turn away numerous young parents 
and their children due to a lack of space and 
funding resources. Our donors have continued 
to help fill the financial gaps left by shrinking 
grant funds and severe payment delays. Your 
generosity has enabled Rockford MELD to 
continue providing services to some of the 
most vulnerable members our community. 
Thank you for your support to MELD.

Vikki Noe-Eltvedt, MELD Executive Director

MELD 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MIKE ROBINSON, Board President
OSF Saint Anthony Medical Center

BRUCE VOREL, Vice President
Meridian

NANCY CONRY, Secretary
Hamilton Sundstrand

STEVE SINKIAWIC, Treasurer
Blackhawk Bank

JEFFREY ANDERSON
In Good Company

HEATHER APPLEGATE
YMCA	

PETER BELL
Thermo Fisher Scientific

ROMERO BENNETT
Blue Sky Insurance Agency

CARRY BRITNELL
Morrissey Family Businesses

MICHAEL BROSKI
Entré Computer Solutions

SUE CASTROGIOVANNI
Giovanni’s Restaurant 

TOM CURRIER
Attorney, Retired

GORDON EGGERS, JR.
Crusader Clinic

SHEILA HILL
Eventus

LEE JOHNSON
SwedishAmerican Health System

CHRIS KELLEY
Argyle Marketing

WAYNE KIM
Reno & Zahm

NATALIE LATINO
Rubloff Development Group

PATRICK MURPHY
Metrology Resource Group, Inc.

BRENDA NAYONIS
Rockford Bank & Trust

STAN NOBLE	
Greenlee, A Textron Company

DEE PREMO
Whitehead Inc. Realtors

LOUIS TERRANOVA
American Academy of Pediatrics




